A FRESH START
constitutes one of the most valuable schemes of recent years for developing a section of London, and forms a noteworthy contribution to the art of town planning.
The site with which the scheme is concerned is that occupied by the old White City Exhibition, and comprises an area of approximately eighty acres. Alternative schemes were prepared. In Scheme A the northern part of the site is devoted to housing, consisting of more than two thousand flats, while the southern part is occupied by exhibition buildings. In Scheme G the whole area is devoted to flats. Both comprehend all those amenities necessary to make the whole a self-supporting unit. The architects in their report state that: 'Although the scheme was commissioned on the basis of profitable returns for private capital investment, we came to see quite clearly the unique possibilities of the site if it were developed as a whole. It constitutes, probably, the only remaining land so near the centre of London, and, situated as it is, directly connected with the main road and railway transport, of such a scale as to make possible a comprehensive example of social service in planning and construction: a self-contained new city which can be developed ideally under the existing political and economic conditions for dwellings of the artisan type, rather than adding to the mass of speculative buildings for the lower middle class.
'We do not think that such a development can be realized through private enterprise owing to its size and the consequent likelihood of tie whole being split up into unrelated portions, as, for instance, the project A for Housing and Exhibitions, and, further, the almost inevitable consequence of a deferred building programme, which would immediately nullify the advantages and amenities of the site.
'The necessity of developing the scheme as one, arises not only out of consideration of the amenities and architectural possibilities, but more vitally for economic reasons. The most up-to-date and most economic construction and consequent low rentals would only be possible on a mass production basis over the whole site under one central control. Such a centralized control over the whole area would further make it possible to create a self-supporting unit with, for example, a central power-station generating its own heat and electric current, and operating its own services/
The site is bounded by Western Avenue to the north, by Wood Lane to the east and south, and by Bloemfontein Road to the west. Two stations, Wood Lane Metropolitan and Wood Lane Tube Station occupy the south-east corner, the former being actually within the boundary of the site. At the north east comer is the existing stadium, and the scheme is kept separate from this.
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